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Background: The Stockholm Convention is a global treaty to protect human health and the environment from persistent organic pollutants (POPs). POPs are chemicals that remain intact in the environment for long periods, become widely distributed geographically, accumulate in the fatty tissue of living organisms and are toxic to humans and wildlife. POPs circulate globally and can cause damage wherever they travel. In implementing the Convention, Governments are taking measures to eliminate or reduce the release of POPs into the environment.

A Dirty Dozen of the POPs addressed by the Convention along with a number of other chemicals: aldrin, dieldrin, endrin; DDT, heptachlor, chlordane; mirex, toxaphene; hexachlorobenzene (HCB); PCBs; chlorinated dioxins, furans.
This meeting will, in addition, deal with the following chemicals:
Alpha hexachlorocyclohexane, Beta hexachlorocyclohexane, Chlordecone, Hexabromobiphenyl, Lindane, Octabromodiphenyl ether, Pentabromodiphenyl ether, Pentachlorobenzene, Perfluorooctane sulfonate, Short-chained chlorinated paraffins
Please refer to http://www.pops.int/ for meeting documents.
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