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The Boundary Commission issued its delimitation decision on 13 April. Members of the Security Council welcomed this decision in a statement to the press that same day, and both parties were quick to embrace it. In my statement of 16 April, I emphasized that the parties, in reaffirming their acceptance of the decision, had reached an important milestone in the peace process. On the same day, Council members commended the parties’ commitment to accept the decision as final and binding.

The steps set out below would not proceed in any given segment until after it has been demarcated.


•
First, UNMEE would adjust its own deployment within the area(s) to be transferred in order to provide better monitoring and help to enhance confidence.


•
In the second step, the withdrawing party would redeploy its civilian administration, local militia and police, and armed forces. UNMEE would coordinate with them to ensure that they redeploy in accordance with the new boundary.


•
In the third step, UNMEE would verify that the withdrawing party had redeployed correctly.


•
In the fourth step, the incoming party would establish its civil administration, including local militia and police, in anticipation of the return of civilians. The precise timing of the redeployment of the incoming party’s armed forces would depend on the timing of territorial transfers.


•
Fifth, the incoming civilian population would return. The UNMEE Mine Action Coordination Centre, the United Nations humanitarian agencies and non-governmental organizations would play a significant rehabilitation and reconstruction role.

The SG appeals especially to the parties to exercise restraint at this crucial juncture between delimitation and the completion of demarcation.

The Government of Ethiopia was urged to resume without delay its cooperation with the Commission in the demarcation process.
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